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Far Left—Front view of Shandy
Hall, how ewned by the Norton
family of Cleveland. The center part

- was built: in 1815, the additions at
”““ﬁ‘iﬁrwwﬂ in the rear in 1826, It
15 one of the oldest houses in the
Western Reserve, Above—Children's
foys, some of which are more than
100 yvears old. Note the old toy train

on' the upper shelf, 'a replica of the

Qhios T DEASUDE
HOUSE

"ANTIQUES

Shandy Hall at Unionville
Exhibits Everything Own-

ers Have Used There for
the Past 120 Years

By Edwin T, Randall

EHIND statelv locust trees along Johnny Cake Ridge

i just

aver the line in Ashtabula County, stands Shandy Hall, one

of the pldest houses in the Western Reserve,
ocupied continuously for 120 years by the

It was
‘builder’s family.

They were rich peaple for the fronher anc{
that they dwelt there
they brought into the hotuse some of the finest
furnishings money could buy. They destroyed noth-

over the century and guarter

irg. When cherry

walnut came in, the cherry was carefully put away

in the attic.

Hoop skirts and men's stevepipe hats were laid

awav,

agide in the attic wwhen the sewing machine heralded
anew era, So, too, were dishes and children’s toys.

Now the aftie' door has been opened and the
rappings of pioneer vears have been dusted off.
huge oernamental combs for the
articles born of the Revolution,
and of Civil War

Furnifiire, clothes,
ladies’ ‘hair,
War .of 1812
brought out of hiding.
Shandy Hall is hailed a
of the

original setting that

furniture went out of style and

too, The spinning wheels were merely put

15 the repository of one
finest collections of American antiques in an
can be found oulside ;
England. No lover of the past searched the country-
- suiedar and wide for these treasures, They wepeall
="new Yipgs when they came to Shandy Hall. An ep-

of the
times have been

New

ferprising “Tamily with a Tove of beautiful things

used them in search of such enjoy-
monts and comforts as the fimes af-
fordod: That is the importance of
Shandy is filled with the
breath of American pioneers. Un-
expecied delighis awail you behind
these locust trees.

Hall—it

Let us tell you
bricfly the: story,

Capt. Alexander Harper
" founder of this family.

was the
His ances-
tors were Scotch-Irish wha came to
thes New Wr»!ki in 1720 and settled
in Connacticut. Alexander was'born
at M:anlcmun Conn., Xeb, 22, 1744,

the ninth child of John Harper.
John's father was James, the first
Harper tp come to America. In
when Alexander was 10, his
family moved to Cherry Valley, N,
Y. Fourteen later he and
three brothers, William, John and
Joseph, obtained a patent of 22,000
acres some distance south of what
In 1770
town of

1754,

years

g now Cooperstown, N. Y.
the Harpers founded the
Harpersfield on their land.

The next year Alexander married
Elizabeth Bartholomew. Eight chil-

Spinning wheels,

A side view of the banquet

room. The French scenic wall

paper was put on in 1835 and

15 remarkably well preserved.

On the small table 15 an ex-

quisite French sea captain's
grog set

flax, an old bahy buggy
and, chair and some..of -the.diesses worn
by meémbers of the Hatper family over the
past 125 years

dren were born to them. and before
they came to the Qhio country they:
played important roles in the Revo-
lution.

sacked
burned by Tories and Indians;
1778 the family fled 1o Schoharie,
and Alexander was ap-
pointed first lieutenant and served
under his brother, Col, John Harper,
wha commanded one of the forts in
Schoharie.
with geouting

Harpersfield  wag and

In

that year

Two yedrs they spent

parties, then, in 1780,

Portraits of Col

3
Alexander recei\'t‘? his captlain’s
COmMmMISsion; )

“In the month of April,
it was the intention of Chief Brant,
chief, to. make 'a de-

the upper, fort of
Schoharie, but was stopped by an
unexpected circumsiance,” writes
Jane Cowiles Fordy historian of the
“@ol. Vrooman had
sent out a party ef scoiits to pass

the Indian

seent upon

Harper family.

over the headwatershof the Chars
“~Touws RIVEE, (o eheerve certain

groups ‘ofipeople. Ti was
sugar season, and 1lhe men were
insiructed to prepare some for the
garrigan,

“They set to work on the sugar
on' April 2 'under 'command of
Alexander Harper. There was no
fear of the enemy, for three feet

maple

of snow had fallen and would pre-
vent the movement of .any
bady  of men.

large
Further, they knew
of no armed foe nearer than Ni-
agara.

“But on April T, they suddenly
found themselves surrounded by a

party of 40 Indians and Tories, and

fronps.

Robert Harpel

in 1780,

i the first excitement three mern-
bers of Capt. Harper's party werse
killad. | The leader was seen fo be
& Mohawk chief, who ran up to
Capt. Harper, tomahawk in hand,
and s=qid: “Harper, I am sorry to
find you here.

“Why are your, sorty,” Chief
Brant?' Hiutper asked the ehief.

" 'Because I must kill" you al-
though we were schoolmates ‘in our
vouth,' Brant sald, rafsing the toms
ghawlk.

"But the Indlan chiaf dropped

his arm. ‘Are there any regular,

choo-choos of a centiiry ago

peril and adventure. On the second
day  ihey met loyalists 'who
assertod that Harper was not telle
ing (the ‘iruth. But agaih Harper
faced his accusers and talked so
the temahawlc
wag stilled, - On the same day an
old man named Brown was taken

Iwo

convingingly . that

prisoner with hid two
Brown was unable to slep
with the march and was put to
dealh."”

One more nartow escape marked
the
son-at Niagara. On leaving the lats
ter place, Brant! Rad sent
Indiang fo 8l upon the

grandsons.
keéep

journey. to the British garri-

eleven
Minisink

the  fort ‘st Sehoharie?*
he asked. Harper caught the fdem.
To answet fraly and admit there
werd none, as was the fact, would
bt hasteri Brant and his warriors
forward  to fall the seltle~
ment at once and their destryction
weould have: been and  sure,
He, 'therefore, informed Brant that

upnn
swilt
a reinforcement of 300 continental

troops had arrived io garrison the
fort only fwo or three days be-

&

who built Skandy Hall, and
Polly chdry;Harpcr. his wife, daughter of a Revolutionary
army offiicer

fore.  This ' information
very much to disconcert the chief-
tain.  He ordered that there should
pe no fighting and held a ponfer-
emce with his subordinates,

appeared

As night the
prisoners were crowded into a pen
of! logs and guarded by Tories,
wihile among the Indisns econ-
treoversy ran high as to whether the
priisoners should be put to death

wWag eoming on,

Yy Bound hand, and foot nshming
to the dispute, He undersiood the
Inidian fongue and could hear Chief
Brrant holding out against a mas-
SHICTE,

“In  the momning Capt. Harper
weas, brought  before the Indians,
who felt- he was not telling the
triith about troops. He repealed
hiss assertion of the day before, The
Inidians and Tories decided o re-
tr#ce their steps to) Niagara, and it
was with difficulty that Brant re-
stirained the other Indians
killling the prisoners.

*“The march was [orthwith com-
meenced and was. filled with pain,

{rom

captimed and’ bound for!the night.
One' got his hands ' free, tUnbound
his companions while the Indians
slept and the prisoners murdered
fen of the eleven Indians.

On the way back with Harper,
Brant came upon 'the Ione Indian
survivor, He at dnce was deter-
mined 1o kill Harper and the pariy
in revenge, but the surviving Tn-
dian bad known them at Harpers-
field and pleaded for their lives.
Harper was finally handed ower to
the British, who held him prisoner
on & ship at Quebec for two years
and eight months, At Shandy Hall
you may see A cane he whittled
while suffering lohg idle months
oy the prison’ ship. The knob! is
carved from bone, probably from
a soup bone. In 1783 the captive
was released and returmed to his
family in New York,

Harper thus owed his life in the
first place to hls acquaintsnceship
with "Chigf" Josebh™ Branf, ag you
have read above, Sir William John-
gom, &' Britishi Crown agent in
charge 'of Indian affalrs, had mar-
ried Brant's sister, Moily Brant. Sir
William sent her brother to school
gt Lebanon, Conn., where Alexan-
der was also enrolled. This 'school,
by the way, was conducted by Dr.
Eleazar Wheelock. launder and first
president of Dartmouth  College.

The Rewvolution over, Alexander
and ' Joseph Harper, with three
relatives, formed the old Harpers-
fisld Land Co, which bought six
townships in the Western Reserve
frem the Connecticut Land Co. In
June, 1798  Alexander, with his
wife and six children and sixteen
other persons, all relatives, landed
on the Ohio shore of Lake Eria at
a creecl approximately at the foot
of the road which now. marks the
line between Lake and Ashtabula
Counlies;

Alexander moved inland to
Johnny Cake Ridge (Route 84) and
ﬂmt seleeted a burial ground. He

(the plot that is used as
t‘PmL[EI‘V to this day. at ihe sa’iﬁf-
east corner of Johnny Cake and
County Line Road in Unionville,
This seemed 1o be ‘the highest point
and for that reason was chosen.

Alexander and his sons setiled
the land. They arrived in June, and
in September Alexander was the
first person 1o 'be buried in 'the
sandy knoll he had set aside as a
graveyard, He contracted a fever
and died in his . 66th year. His
tombstone still stands and his may
be the oldest marked graye in the
Western' Reserve. The Iinscription
reads:

Around this monumental stone,

Let fviendship drop a sacred tear.
A husband kind. 2 parent fond,

An upright man lies buried bere.

Alexander's widow, Elizabeth Bar-

TETTIeMmIeYit; th.-mmu‘rgyr' Sl

Mrs. Ernest Cox, who, with
her  husband, looks 'after
Shandy Hall, 'is' shown hers

with the blue and white Staf-
{fordghire china which onca
graced the lables-

1ﬁnlnew T{nrpcr fived o 1h Ihis
wilderness for 33 years afier the
death’ of her husband.

We. come now to Shandy Hall
The youngest son of Alexander wag
Col. Robert Harper and he bullt
this house for his bride in'[ 1815,
Robert bad  four daughlers,

Ellen was born in 1816 and died
in 1885, Stella married Fiteh Miner
and lived at Sandusky.
ried Dr. Aaron Austin of the Als-
finburg family and lived at Skn-
dusky until the death of her Rtz
band, then returned
hame, 'The 'fourth
married a  first
Harper.

Jiane had four childrven, Siella and
Ann, and two sons who went out
west,

Ann, daughter of Jane, was the
last in divecl line and she died at

Ann. mar-

to the family
daughter,” Jans,

Alexander

cousin,

“Shandy Half in’ 1935 leaving™mm

Property 1o . the  childien of '‘a
cousin, David Z. Norton, Cléveland
industrialist’ | and phitanthropist,

who died in 1828, Hiz mother wasg
Caroline Harper, who was a sisler
of ‘Alexander J, Harper, who mar-
ried Jane Harper.

David Z. Norion's childron wha
now own Shandy Hall are! Miriem
Nortony White, widow nf Fred R,
White; 'Robert Castle Norton, treas-
urer of Oglebay, Nortop & T, and
former member of the C]P‘.’t"lﬂ\d
Library Board, and Laurerice Har-
per’ Norton, until recently 'a mem-
ber of the Cleveland Board of Bt
cation,

Laurence Norton ig also president
of the Weslern Reserve H
Society and it is through his
est in the Western Reserve and his
ancestors that Shandy - Hall
been preserved. as a museum ppen
to the public,

The ald homestead lies' sboutl &
mile east of Unionville on the
north side of the road, Pull up in
Argnt - You awilk gaze upon. ywhat
seems to Be a small one-sfary two-
room cabin that has long been in
need of paint, But the view from
the 'road, .or from the locust frees
on the front lawn, is the most de-
cepiive you have ever experienced)

The house really needs paint, for
so'far as can be determined it has
never hed a drop in s 'life. It
would drink it by the gallons now,;
so. . dry and porous are: the clap-
boards, but artists who have visited
the house: plead with Norion net
to paint jt. The Sherwin-Williams
Co. has suggested a slain 'which
would preserve the wood without
changing the appearance.

Ag you see in the photographs on
this page, the pld place is as plain
as'a Puritan face on Sunday. The

(Flease Turn to Page Six)

torical
inters
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